










































































wiintzntional oa the pars of the Boys; the owner of the aforesaid “ErINDpLE pypp”
tollowed to Canton, and stood a treat to at least twenty drinks to get the Dog back
oud whil 2 all hands were pledging their faith:, the diminutive specimen of tl
Canine race was miraclously passed through the back window;and now six miles
oat trom Canton, CUSH ( for that is the name under which he, ”the said Pup”
i5 enrolled ) 1s to be seen behind J. B. R, contentedly riding on 2 certain paceir g
sorrel Mars.  Three miles on and Camp at Sam Irvins in Smith County, As we

ure all supplied with good things from home; Camp duties are verry light:, ther-
:fore we have no cooking to do, except making Coffee: As we have no Wagon ti-
tusportation we find we have over-loaded our Horses, and everv few miles may Le
s2en sowe article that has been abandoned by “our forces”. Tsbeuld Leresiate £l at
our triead Witt is faithfully performing the duties for which he was elected; so

e ed of him to day ” Luther why do you blow that Bugle coutinuall
s1ys Le, “the Captain said for me to TOOT it occasionally, to keep the Toys tiom

t k ng the wrong road, and I am going to Llow it as often as I d— pleas
April 22nd. Into line and off West-ward:, and Boys 1 shall say nothing alont {Le
Bee-hive that is missing at Irvins this morning, nothing about what has swellon

Bill T’s tongue, nor N. Ss eye, nor George W’s big lip; I am mum. 8 miles on
and we pass through an other little Town, composed principally of Dogery's;,
here Cush is sold twice; once for Whiskey, and an other time for Tin-ware: but
lie is as often re-captured. We cross the Neches River, at Sanders’ Mill, and (a--
mp on the West bank. This day’s work has about used up our Bugler:, he has been
0 untiring in his effort to carry out Orders, that his lips are so swolen thathe ca-
11-n0b raise an-other wote; and he hands in his resig 1ation, with the proud
noetion of duties faithfully, rnd VERY FREQUFNTLY performed.

April 25rd.  Four miles on and pass through Kickapoo, as soon as we are on the
Pablie 5 pnws ths guzstioa is passsd dowa the line 7is there any BUST HEAD
1 the Town?”, all with a peculiar unanimity, answer “watch old Frank”; in o few
moments he was seen to ride out of a narrow Alley on the opppsite side of the
Square, and with a dejected, and down-rite pittiful look he exclaimed, "NARRY
DRAP ”, The command has no futher business to transact, and the order rings
forth, forward march; which is obeyed by a hundred voices "Kickapoo” "Kickap-
00", we are again on the march, no doubt leaving the impression upon the minds
of the temperate peaceful Citizens of Kickapoo, that the old Tribe of Natives had
returned to claim their ancient hunting grounds,  Sixteen miles on and arive at
Palestine, the County-site of Anderson Co:, here we are welcomed Dby the Citizens
in good old style. It is usless for me to undertake to deseribe t ke scene at Caps
four miles out:, when it is known thatjthere was a free treat given in Town, for
over two hours duration. All passed off finely, and many will be jokes told cn
this one, and that one in regard to our Millitary career in and avound Palestine.

At this Camp the Panola Boys come up; they having gone hy home from Mazshall.
L}




t2d with Forage from Marshal’, and in addition
{0 the last load of Corn thers was a Barrel of Lager,sent forward by Frank Fride-
riei:, this is nnloaded, and 1LoApED, with great rapidity, and Frank's health is dr-
ank frequentlv, aud rometimes I fear unconciously.

April 24th. A good nights rest has decidedly a beneficial effect upon the B03~:
” Richard is bimscl{ ag ; all is ealm and serene. Breakfast over, fall in, roll—
call and on the road again. 3 miles on and we strike what is called Serub Prairie.
This is the first Prairi e that many of us have seen; especially your humble serva-
nt. The yell is raised and coniinued until we reach the Trinity River, which we
cross at Bonner’s Ferry:, 1n two hours we are all safely landed on the West shore.
Here we encounter new ditficulties, which we from the Sand Hills, never dream-

This is the last Camp that is supp

Ra

ed of:, on either side of the Roud is bottoinless ' saniNg’s ', which appears perte—
ctly firm o= the s.r ice; but alas for Man or Benst if perchance toy fall into one;

iisgins rode into one, and it was with great exertions that his Horse was rescucd,
from this circumstance, D — has given Higains the elsgant title of "stick in the
mud ”. 25 miles 0. 2ad Camp one mile West of Fairficld, the County-site of Fr-

cestone Co: Half the Company did not arrive in Camps; as we have traveled so
much farther than was ezpected in the morning. Henderson. Duke and I reached
the town and put up at the Hotel. One of the old National Guards would think
this queer Soldiering; may-be so, but I can assure you Mr Frenchman, that it is
1 verry tleasant mode of serving one’s Country.

April 25th. A march of 25 miles, and now at 2 o’clk we are in the little Town of
springtield. ( Limestone Co. ) here the Confederate Cannon (Anvils) are made
to boom to welcome the Rangers into Town. 6 miles West and Camp. Our mare-—
hing for the past two days hrs been over the Prairie, and no one who hLas never
ssen a Prairie can for an instant conjecture the grandurs and kbeauty of h 2
vountry:, the air is ladened with the rich fragrance of every variety of wild flow—

ors, while multiplied thousands of Horses and Sheep, and countless herd’s of C:
tle are grazing o're this broad lovely land:, the tall waiving grass, the merry chirp
of the Birds, the sn ow-white Lamb as it gambols around-the Herd, the wild frol-
'ir~som,Colt, as he scampers hither, thither, in the warm April sun, all happy ia
the most lovel ¥y part of the inhabitnd Earth.

April 26th. On again. Nothing of interest transpires until about 12 o’clk, when
a verry hard rain began to fall, the wind, oh the wind, how it drives the ra.m-u:,p-
ps in our faces. allmost like leaden balls, and so continues until night:, when" We
Gamprat Mr Sheds, in McLellan Count y. This is decidedly our first sip of the
bitter portion:, every thing is wat. and there 18 nothing to make fires out of, exc-
epi green Mesquite, no rations, and worse than all, no Forage. I with seyveral
others, coil ourselvs up in the corner of a Stable and there pass tke night..

April 27th. Long, long days {rom now, will the Boys remembea the night at the
” Sheep Ranche ”. After a warm Beef-steak, ditto Ash-cake, ( be it remembered,
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of MeLellan, Co: Two Millitary Compenies escert us into, and through the City-
] ze Town. 5 miles West and Camp. Just as we are preparing to Canip, soi1ue one
w.arted up a verry singular little animel® which to ncarly every one of us:;, was
,-henomena, after considerable yelling, runing, and Pistol firing the stranger was
«wptured; and proved to be nothing #ore, or less, than a ” MULE EARED RaBEIT. ”
At this Camp we have splendid grass for our Horses.

April 28th. A march of 20 miles and arrive at Belton, (Bell, Co. ) and are pained
1" record the fact, that this is the only place that has not received us with some
Jemonstrations of welcome:, not that we are entitled tosuch demonstrations; but
when the inquiry is made, why is this so?, the answer is, ” Belton is Union . sha-
ms on you; A march 10 milss and Camp in Salado, on salado Creck, Bell Co.
April 29th. March 15 miles and enter Georgetown, the County-site of Williamson
Couaty. Here the citizens make up for their neighbors of Beltcn:, for esch end
overy one of the citizens appear to use every exertion to make us fecl ”at home ”
6 miles South-west and Camp.
Aprii 30th. 18 miles and Camp at a Sehool House, on Big Walnut. To-day I saw
for the first:, a regular "stampede ", some ten or twelve of us, stoped to rest and
our Horses becoming frightened, 6 or 6 of them broke loose and were soon out of
sight over the Prairie, fortunately we are near Camps, and the Boys whose Horses
are on the ” wing ” did not have far to walk. At Sun-set, prospects fine for rain.
MAY 1861.
May 1st. Day-light this morning does not find me whers I located last night: this
is explained as follows:, that fine prospect that [ mentioned last evening did not
pass by unimproved, for, about eleven o’clic we ( our mess ) wers all aroused by a
drenching rain; at first we thought to stick it out; until about four inches of water
suggested the idea of going to a House which we thought close by; and atter sear-
ching for two hours, stragling about in the darkness; we at last tind a Stable and
take lodging for the remainder of the night. Early this morning Henderson, Duke
and I start for Crisenherry's Horse which was one of she stampeders yesterday.
At 12 o'clk we learn from a Man that a Horse answering the description, has been
taken to Camps, 8o we return and find ” Jim ” quietly eating his rations; But we
tind the Company gone, we follow on and 6 miles brings us to the City of Austin.
Wae find the Company quartered one mile West of the City, in Gen'l Harney's Qu-
arters. Austin is the point at which we expected to receive orders to turn Coast-
wise, or perchance go East of the Mississippi; for the newsis eoming of great War-
like preperations going on East of the River, and the wish of the Companv is to
go East. We will not remain here very long; perhaps two days.
May 2nd. Goode's Battery from Dallas, arrived in the City to day.
May 8rd. Still at Barney's Quarters. May 4th. Received orders to peoceed
to San Antonio, nd are furnished with transportation. At 1 o'clk we maxrch into
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{1.» City end given o complimentery dinner Ly the Austin Light Infantry:, at ile
A veuue Hotel, At 8 o'clk we are oft, and cross the Colorade at Austin. 10 nules
o and Camp. May 5th. Two miles on end jass Manchac Springs.
45 mmiles on and pass through Sun Marcos, on the San Marcos River. This place
14 the County-seat of Hays Co, whick is in my opinion the best farming country
| hiave yot seen in Texas., 6 miles on and strike Camps, and from our Camp back
) Town, the farm-houses are so numerous that the way is known as String Town.
A{uv 6th. A march of 16 miles and Camp. My Horse being very lume on account
Hf 7 Shoes off 7, 1 get permission to go ou to the next Town, New Braunstels: 7
ruiles distant, situated on the Gaudalope, and is the County-site of Comal Co. The
.habitants of New Braunsfels are exclusivly German:, anc I never received better
{reaimont in my life. At dark Cap't Richardson comes in und stops at the sumuv
fiotel, the Gaudalops House, C. Schmids Proprietor. 1 succeeded in haviug miy
1 lorse shod, and ” Pet” is aguin rvady tor the ” War path ™.
sluy Tth. By 10 o'ells the Company comes up and I ”fali in”. A march of 18 mi-
15 wnd Camp on the Bio Ciblo in Bexur County. We are now geiting into a pectl-
country; the Prairies are covered with Mesquite, a low thorny BLush with leaves
like the Locust; the buildings are generally constructed of Stone with flat roof’s
{ have to day seen the first ADOBE house, I ever saw; they are built of large dirt
rick’s dried in the Sun and put up with Cement:, they would not last long in a
country where there is much rain, or freezing weather:, but out hera they willst~
and as long as our hard-burned Brick Houses of the East. The country generally
Las o wild, desolate appearance, The Mesquite grass is very fine and our Horses
are "in Clover”. As we are in a few miles of the ancieut and War-worn City of
Sun Antonio, the Captain and some of Men who “have business to transact have
wone to Town. May 8th. A march of 8 miles and enter San Antonio
ihe Metropolis of the West:, and a place noted for the scenes of former fierce and
bloody coutlicts. It is situated on the San Antonio River, 8 miles from it's source,
Upon our arrival we learn that Col’ Van Dorn, who is in Command of this Depu-
yement; mistered all his forees and started out from here this morning to intercept
+ Command of U. 8, Troops from New Mexico, who are on their way to the Co-
ast, under the command of Col’ A. Reeves. Cap't Richardson is using every exe-
1tion to procure Arms for us, so that we can go out and take stock in the fight, if
there is to be one as reported; but as all the heads of the various Departments are
“in the field ”. our Gaptain gives up his endavours, and piteh our Camp on Alamo
Plaza, and immediatly in front of the old Alamo Church, where Davy Crockett
znd his brave comrades were inhumanly butchered by the Greasers. In looking
around for a smooth place to ” spread down” I locate for the night on the old Br-
est-works thrown up by; and used by Santa Anna in the memorable seige of the
Alamo. At tses writing, 9 o’clk P. M, only FOUR Rangers are in Camp, the others
are out taking Christmas. May 9th. The Rangers can stand the suspense
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