





































































































THE EARLY OFFERINGS. 31

years was commenced, the country still gave, not with diminished, but with
augmented zeal; and while legislators appropriated and select-men taxed,
private citizens plied check-book and purse as cheerily as ever, and soldiers’
money was always to be had for the asking.

Those who could not give money, made contributions in kind. Here a
dealer in tinware oftfered to equip a company or two with cup and plate; there
an artificer in leather proposed to furnish visors, straps, and belts for a cer-
tain number of suits. A Jersey City patriot, Mr. Jesse Wandel, gave a meal
to ninety-three horses of Rhode Island artillery and made no charge. Trades-
men persuaded their clerks to enlist, promising to continue their salary and
keep their places. The owners of large unoccupied buildings besought regi-
ments to use them as drll-rooms and to pay no rent. Dealers in mattresses
furnished bedding; manufacturers of the weed supplied tobacco for regimental
and company use; druggists contributed of their stock to medicine-chest and
surgical table. Mr. J. W. Farmer, of New York, spread his famous Ludlow-
street board for men in uniform ; he afterwards sent a ton of sugar-plums to
Fortress Monroe, and gave the garrison a spoonful each. Later, again, he
distributed thirty barrels of tobacco to the army of Virginia. A gentleman
of Providence destroyed a lately purchased ticket for Liverpool, saying he
would see a little more of the southern portion of his own country before
visiting the south of Kurope. A clergyman resigned his charge to become
chaplain of a regiment; the congregation refused the resignation, gave their
pastor a furlough, supplied his place, continued his salary, and presented him
with one hundred dollars for his outfit. Aid was thus rendered in methods
sometimes simple, often ingenious and indirect. So much was done under
the rose, so much was a matter of private agreement between those who aided
others and those who were so aided, so much has been forgotten and so little
was ever recorded, that it is quite impossible to say, at this day, what amount
these private subscriptions reached. Such estimates as have been made will
appear in the general tabular views at the close of the volume.

The practice of recruiting by regiments having fallen into disuse of late, it
may not be clearly remembered by all in what way ready money was essential
during the first two years of the war. The government, which now takes
each individual recruit as he enlists, uniforms him at once, and makes what
instant disposition of him it chooses, had previously received men from the
states by regiments, mustering them in by companies when filled to the
minimum. Young men seeking a lieutenant’s commission were oblhiged to

raise a certain number of men, and the moment they had secured a single
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recruit, their expenses began, for the recruit looked to them for lodging and
subsistence. A captain, and the lieutenants under him, were compelled to
support their company till 1t numbered eighty-four men; then the govern-
ment mustered them in, and became responsible for them. There were many
other casual, but constant, calls for money, though this was by far the most
urgent. Many officers thus spent all their means; others, who have since
proved their value, possessing no property, would have been lost to the ser-
vice had it not been for the war funds raised by subscription throughout the
land. One of the most remarkable and useful of these was the fund raised in
New York, and intrusted to a body of men known as the Union Defence
Committee. Although the principal labor of this committee was the disburs-
ing of a million of dollars appropriated by the city of New York, yet a large
sum was also raised by subseription, and the two were merged together. The
history of one portion of this fund 1s therefore the history of both. The origin
of the Union Defence Committee was in this wise:

A mass meeting of the citizens of New York had been convened in Union
Square on Saturday, the 20th of April. The Massachusetts Sixth had made
its bloody passage through Baltimore the day before; the Seventh New York
was on 1ts way from Philadelphia to Annapolis; the Massachusetts Eighth
was on the eve of leaving Boston. These were but as drops in the sea, and
1t was considered i1mperatively necessary to dispatch ten thousand men, if
possible, during the coming week. Some means must be taken to collect.
equip, and forward these men ; concerted and united action was indispensable.
A committee was therefore appointed, consisting originally of twenty-six, and
subsequently of thirty-two members. The resolutions adopted stated the duty
of this committee to be “to represent the citizens in the collection of funds,
and the transaction of such other business in aid of the movements of the
government as the public interest may require.” It is apparent from this that
the business of the committee, as viewed at the outset, was merely the dis-
bursement of money raised by subscription; but, as has been said, the city
appropriation was also intrusted to their management.

The committee was organized as follows :

JouN A. Dix, Chairman, CHARLES H. MARSHALL,
SIMEON DRAPER, Vice-Ch'n, RoBerT H. McCURDY,
WiLLiaM M. EvArrts, Secretary, Moses H. GRINNELL,
THEODORE DEHON, 7reasurer, RoyAL PHELPS,

Mosges TAYLOR. WM. E. DoDGE,



